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Piceon'Towers

Isfahanisnot
justSi-o-Seh
Pol (Bridge of
33 Arches),
Monar]Jonban
(Swinging
Minarets),
and Khaju
Bridge,
said Elham
Shahidan.Isfahanhassevenhundredyearsold
Pigeon Towers, too,which Chardin claimedin
histravellogthateventhe prominent European
architectures could notdesigned such placesfor
theirbirds.Itisimprobablethatyouarearesi-
dentinIsfahanandyouhaveneverseenunique
Pigeon Towersofthecity. Youngerpeopleofthe
citywhomspendtheirnightsinand near BorjSt.
inMardavij Quarter of sfahanmaynotknowthat
theoldtowerinthe centerofthe square knownas
Pigeon House, isnotjustabeautifullydecorated
monument,and evenwhenitis datingbackor
whatitwasused for. Duetothisreason, wewent
tomeetAliSadeghi, arestorerof Pigeon Towers.
Hewasthemainrestorer of Pigeon Towers of
Isfahan, whowassickinbedattime oftheinter-
view,and passed awayattheage of93. Following
istheinterviewwith thisexperiencedrestorer:
HishomeisatBaba-Qasemalleyin Masjed-
Jomeh quarter; the quarterwhere survived
from fungousapartment constructions. Theold
seminary ofthe quarterwith the samename
ofBaba-Qasemisstillthehome of seminary
students,whererestored by Ali Sadeghi.
Heisaveryskillful, competent, humble,and
unpretentiousrestorer; based onhis claims, he
workswithverylowwagejustinordertosave
thesemonumentsfromdeterioration. Butwhat
apitythatsicknessstopshimfromrestoring

SUIZOBOW WsUNo} ubyondas

PigeonTowers.

Whytherestorationworks ofthese towers entrusted toyou?
lamanarchitecturesincelwas 17.Itwasenough toseeabuildingjustforonce, thento

learnhowtorestoreit. These pigeon towershaveaparticularly uniquearchitecturesand
engineersfailed torestore them. They came to me forrestoration works of Pigeon Houses

sincethe 8thgovernment (duringthe presidency of Mr. Khatami) and in Cultural Heritage
OrganizationIwasknownas “Ali Borji” (Ali, whoisaprofessionalintowers) and whenI

wasentrusted forajob,allwererelieved. Infact, Iwasuniqueinrestorationworks ofthese

towers.

Whatwasthe usage and benefits of these Pigeon Houses for residents of Isfahan?

Pigeonhousesweren’tunidimensional, they served both asa defense fortificationagainst
armyattacksand used ashouse of pigeons. Farmers withinabartertransaction sold
pigeonexcrements, lived inthesetowers, asfertilizersandreceived wheatinstead. Once,
thesetowershad muchimportance thateven theywereboughtand soldamongpeople
and governmentlevied taxesupon them. Itisbelieved that, atthe time of Tamerlane
invasionto Isfahan (1387 CE) by seeing such towers he thoughtIsfahanresidentsraised
pigeons,butwhenherealized theirusefulnesshe ordered tobuild suchtowersin Bokhara,
the capital, too. Butsince chemical fertilizers came to market, nobody used pigeon houses.
Ontheotherhand,whenstreetswerebuiltaround the towers, due to the carnoises,
pigeonsabandoned thosetowers.

Didyourestore the Mardavij Pigeon Tower?

Hetakesthe old painting ofthe towerinthe nichebeside hisbed (withlaughter) and show
ittomeand hesaid I toldyouthey called me “Ali Borji”. This tower dates backto Safavid era
and didnotdamaged much, buteachyearitcracked. Forrestoration, Iblankeditsbaseand
filleditwithironandjointthe columnswith metal straps.
Howmuchtimerestorationworks of each tower takes?

Depend ontherate of damage, restoration workstook from oneyearto oneyearand half.
Meanwhile, workerswere daily paid and replaced afteraperiod of time. In fact, restoration
works oftowerswere simple due to their complicated architecturesand for thisreason|
could findasolutiontorestore them. There wasaseriously damaged pigeon towerwith
destroyed ceilingnear Bagh-e Rezvan (Rezvan garden cemetery) which I could com-
pletelyrestored andrenovated due to the skillsand competencies gained by experience.
Isthereany Pigeon Housesin other cities?

Pigeon Housesare specified to [sfahanandits suburbtowns. There are pigeon houses
within 150kilometersradius of Isfahan.l evenrestored some pigeonhousesin Mo-
barakehand Khomeinyshahr (citiesin Isfahan Province). Thereare pigeon housesin Yazd,
too;nowhereinIranyoucanseeashighnumberof pigeonhousesasthereareinIsfahan,
butonlyalimited number ofthose towersremained. Someyears ago, Mashhad governor
asked metobuild pigeonhousesin Mashhad province, too, butIsfahan officialsasked me
nottodosoinordertorestricted pigeonhousestoIsfahan.

Whatwasthearchitectural basis ofthe Pigeon Housesand whatwas the cause of towers
deterioration?

Pigeon Houses made up of from clay, straw,and salt, which strengthen the buildingagainstheatand cold,and
evensomehowisolated voice entranceinside thetower, in order to keep acalmatmosphere for pigeons. Most
pigeonhousesareinacylindricalshapein ordertobuild more nest. The entrance was designed in suchaway
thatonly pigeons could entered and thatched body of the towers prevented insectsreproduction. Inancient
time, the destructionand damages ofthe towerswere due to enemyattack,and currentlyitis due toinatten-
tion. Forexample,in Afghaninvasion (1722 CE) these towers damaged seriously because theywere used as
adefensefortifications, butcurrently duetoinattentionto theirrestorationworksand theirabandonedis
themainreasonofdamages. Thereisapigeonhouse near Kaveh St.whichwereabandoned anditwasused
byaddicts,and unawareandignorantpeoplefilled itwith water streamin orderto destroy it. In other towns
cultivatingfarm fields up to Pigeon Houses walls caused water penetration to their foundationanditisthe
originoftheirdemolishing.
Ifyourestoreyourhealthand wellness, willyouacceptrestoration works of towers,again?
Itisobviousthatlaccept (withasighfromtheheart).IfI could, eventoday Iwouldaccepttherestoration
works. Weshould notdamage and destroy our cultural heritagesbecause they areabandoned. Theyare
history of our country.Ourancestors faced troubles tobuild and keep these buildings safe. Evenlastyear
restoredahistoricalhousein Harand city. Youare notbelievingifItell you thatthey dwelled usinashrineand
thework conditions were difficultfor me,an old man; however, laccepted the work.Inadditionto towers|
evenrestoredandrenovated historical houses, shrines,and old mosquesin each corners ofthis city. This old
man passed away afew monthsafterthisinterview and towerslosttheir mainrestorer.
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Shah-Abbas
wasdeter-
minedto
turnIsfahan
tooneofthe
biggestcity
intheworld,
following
implementa-
tionofthis
importantdecisionhewasbenefited thebest
artists,architectures, and skillful masters.In
ordertoexpand theurbanarea, hehad migrated
thousands of Armenian families fromJolfaregion
inAzerbaijan province to the city of Isfahan,
andhehadsettled theminaregionbesidethe
Zayanderud River, called “Jolfa” district. Alleys,
malls,squares, bathhouses, two greatcaravanse-
rais,and particularly gardens, tree-lined streets,
and garden-likehousesarethe characteristics
identified bywesterntravelogue writersin
descriptionofjolfadistrict. Holster,whowas
livedinIsfahanin 1870s1880-s, wroteinhis
travelogue: “more than halfoftheJolfadistrict
iscomposed ofgardens, tree-lined streets,and
courtyardsfull oftrees,insuchaway thathouses
themselvesarenotvisible.”

Andhementioned thattherewere 380 houses
andthe population of ArmeniansettledinIsfahan
weremorethan2600peopleatthatmoment.
Duringadvancementand developmentof]jolfa
districtby construction ofnumerous Churches
and squares, manyhouseswere builtthere, too.
Although manyofthese houseswereruined over
time, especiallybyimmigration of Armenian
fromIsfahan, butstillthereare housesin]olfa
districtwhichareuniqueinarchitecture,decora-
tion,and otherarchitecturaland aesthetical
aspects.Iraniantraditionalhousesoften have

SuUIZOBOW WsUNoyubyodas

similar characteristicsand features suchashavingaverylarge area.Inaddition, these
housesaregenerally composed of: 1. Doorway, 2. Entrance, 3. Hashti, 4. Enteringhallway,
5.Porches, 6. Courtyard and roomsinits surrounding, 7. Pond of water, 8. Underground, 9.
Bathroom.

Inlraniantraditionalhouses entrance doorwasusuallyadoubled-partwooden door

and usually theyhad twoknobs, called “Kobeh”, installed on each partofthe door; from
whichthehammer-likeknobs wereinstalled formenandthe circular-like knobswere
forwomen. Afterentrancethereisroofed octagonal-shapearea, knownas “Hashti”,in
whereseatsare prepared forsitting. Hashtiwas used toaccess differentparts ofthe house
orsometimestoaccessdifferenthouses. Intraditional houses courtyard werebuiltinthe
heartand center ofthe buildingand pond of waterand garden were the main decorative
elements. Hallwas generallyaspace with beautifuland elegantdecoration, and itwas
quitedistinguishablebeside otherrooms ofthe building. Hallswere decorated with bed
molding, mirrorworks, painting on plaster, Mogharnas (stalactite; niche-like vaults),and
alsopaintingsonwood. Hallwasused for entertainingrespectful and special guests.
Generally, houseswerebuiltonnorth-south axis and the main spaces of the house were
builtboth onnorthand southsides. By considering thisintroduction, weintroduceyou
oneofthefewremaininghousesfromgloriouseraoflsfahan.

“TheManse” (Khanehye Kesheesh)isone of the fewremainingtraditional houseslocated
inJolfadistrict,whichwere during Safavid architectural Style and itislocated in Shangta-
rashhaalley, Tabrizineighborhood. Thistraditionalhouse wasbelonged to PriestofJolfa
“Gargin Hanian”, passed away on December 1940 and was buried underthe church bell of
Vankcathedral. Priest Gargin HanianwasbornonMay 1881,6in]olfadistrictof Isfahan,
hepassedhiselementary educationinJolfa Armenian School and for furtherstudieswas
headingtoIndia.In 1897, hestarted hisjobasateacherinJolfaArmenianschoolsand
in1910hewasachievedtohispriesthood. Beside priesthood, he started writingand trans-
latingprofessionally; hewrotelots ofarticles on different pressesin Armenian, Persian,
English,and Frenchlanguages. Amonghis mostimportantwrittenand translated books,
“Armenian Church”in French, Englishto Armeniantranslation of “Armeniathe Martyr”,
and French to English translation of “Armenian Nation” are distinguishable. Hismost
importantservice to culture andliterature ofour motherland, Iraniswritten of Persian to
Armenian Dictionary, whichwere published in 1933 for thefirsttime in Tehran.
In2005,Mr.Homayun Aftham, whois fromoriginal Isfahanian family and fanand support-
eroflranianartand culture, boughtKanehye Kesheesh (the manse) fromheirs of Priest
Gargin Hanianinordertopreserve the culture and civilization of thisland and revival of art
andarchitecture of Safavid era; and thisbuildingwere restored and renovated by experts.
Main partsofthebuildingare Hashti, bedrooms, Shahneshin (the mostspaciousand
beautifulroom), earing,and agreatporch; theinteriorspacesare decorated by moldings
and mirrorworks. Theroofofthe porchislocated onafourhighwooden columnsand
decorated withwooden framingand plaid furring. Inaddition to the main partofthe house
whichislocatedinthenorthernside,in otherthreesides,acompletelynew complexin
consistentoftraditional architectural style and with the same heightandin three story
addedtothe previousbuilding. Thisnew complex consistof: numerous suites, meeting
hall, kitchenand pantry, courtyard, pond of water and beautiful gardens,and alibrary of
valuable collection of old books, manuscriptsand gramophone records of classical Iranian
musics; this combination of traditionand modernity createsagorgeous, simpleand pure
atmosphere, both softenthe souland bringrelaxationand pleasureto the visitors.

Thewinter-side ofthe homewasruined dueto the construction ofadjacentally, thenrestored during Pahlavi
era.Generally, the primaryarea ofthe house was bigger than the currentarea. OnJanuary 2009, 5, thishouse
wasregisteredinIran National Heritage List. In one ofthe rooms of the house still some paintings from Safa-
videraarevisible. Thankstothe presence of Mr. Yaser Mohseniand his wife Mrs. Hoseini thelifeisbringback
tothehouse. This cultivated couplerevived the soul of artin the manse and converted the beautifulrooms
ofthehouseto theartworkshops. Printmaking, jewelrymaking, artsonwood and leather, stained glasses,
and sewingtraditional costumesare performinginthe chestofthistraditional treasure. Ithasbeen many
yearsthatMrs. Hoseiniisleadinginhandicrafts and designing beautiful traditional clothes. She is the owner
of“Banojey” gallery. Many clotheswhich people wearnowadays were designed by herinIsfahan someyears
ago. The combination ofartand engineeringby thislovely couple, sprinkling the freshenedlightto thishouse.
Thankstothishonorable couple, nights of poetryand film screeningare holdingin the house, too, which
fresheningthevisitorsatthe end ofthe day. You can haveatourin the house, makelots of memories, buyart,
and experiencingsuch calmnessand pleasure whichisnotfind anywhereatany cost.
Ifyouwanttohaveaneyeonadioramaand haveadifferentmemory,justvisitthe secrettreasure of Khanehye
Kesheesh (Themanse).
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